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Aphelochaeta monilaris (Hartman, 1960)

Nomenclature ‘

Phylum Annelida
Class Polychaeta
Order

Family Cirratulidae
Authority  (Hartman 1960)
Hartman, O. 1960
Original  [P- 127 (as Tharyx
Description ~monilaris)]
Common
Synonyms (S) o
Previous Names Tharyx monilaris (S)
(PN) Tharyx sp G (PN)

Aphelochaeta monilaris

Distribution

Type Locality

Widespread in the eastern Pacific; also known from the U.S. Atlantic shelf and
Geographic Distribution = slope (Blake, 1996).

Habitat Subtidal; 2 to 170 m

A small, slender species up to about 18-mm in length.

Prostomium acutely triangular, bluntly pointed, eyes lacking. Peristomium cylindrical, about as wide as
long, with 2-3 pseudoannulae and a pair of longitudinally grooved palps arising on the posterior margin.
Anterior 10-20 setigers inflated, short and somewhat crowded; dorsum and ventrum both rounded.

Filiform branchiae first present on the peristomium and continuing along the thorax adjacent to the
notopodial lobes. Median setigers longer and submoniliform to beadlike in sexually mature specimens
(Blake, 1996).

All setae slender, capillary; notosetae slightly longer than neurosetae.

Posterior 10-15 segments crowded, inflated, but without a ventral groove. Pygidium a simple triangular
lobe.
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Aphelochaeta monilaris

Diagnostic Characteristics

Diagnostic
Characteristics Photo Credits: Marine Sediment Monitoring Team
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Methyl green
staining: Distinctive
ventral transverse
stripes on middle
thoracic segments.
Stain also retained
on the tip of the
prostomium

AN873 Aphelochaeta monilaris.jpg

Anterior region
inflated with about
10-20 crowded
setigers

Filiform branchiae
beginning on the
peristomium
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Aphelochaeta monilaris

All setae slender
and capillary

0.5 mm
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Posterior inflated
region without a
ventral groove
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Aphelochaeta monilaris

Related Species and Characteristic Differences

Species Name Diagnostic Characteristics

Body larger, with more setigers in the anterior and posterior inflated

Aphelochaeta sp N5 = regions; median setigers cylindrical; inflated posterior region with a ventral
groove; ventrum of middle thoracic setigers and tip of the prostomium do not
retains methyl green stain

Comments

When stained, distinctive transverse stripes appear on the ventral thorax and the tip of the prostomium
will invariably turn green. According to Dr. Stacy Doner at Woods Hole (personal communication), many
species of Aphelochaeta have a body shape very similar to A. monilaris as juveniles and subadults.
Therefore it is important to confirm the presence of prostomial staining when identifying this particular
species.

Shallow subtidal embayments to continental slope depths.
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More information about Puget Systematics) and Kathy Welch 3 ) X
Sound benthic invertebrates is =~ (Department of Ecology) on 6/28/13. for the visually |mp:a|red, cgll (360) 407
. ) - . d 6764. Persons with hearing loss can
available at: This document is available on the . :
. ) . call 711 for Washington Relay Service.
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/progra Department of Ecology’s website at . S
. i L c Persons with a speech disability can
ms/eap/psamp/index.htm https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publicatio

ns/SummaryPages/1403209.html. call (877) 833-6341.
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